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At that time Lord Jellicoe referred to Thomas Cawthron as a ‘true patriot’ and in his speech 

expressed his view the Institute would “benefit the whole of New Zealand to an immense extent”. 

 

Cawthron Trust Board Chairman, Bob Dickinson says there can be no denying it has certainly 

done that in the nine decades since. 

 

“Despite two world wars, a depression and the constantly changing face of science funding, 

Cawthron Institute has continued to play an important part in the scientific development and 

economic growth of our nation. 

 

“From very early research that traced “bush sickness” in cattle to a lack of cobalt, to shellfish 

breeding today, Cawthron’s research programmes have helped overcome problems hindering this 

region’s and the country’s future development and prosperity, just as Thomas Cawthron wished.” 

 

And as the Institute looks towards the next ninety years, Bob Dickinson says trustees, directors 

and staff remain committed to ensuring it remains an enduring monument to its founders memory – 

not only stimulating scientific research throughout the whole of New Zealand but also following in 

his philanthropic footsteps. 

 

Cawthron Institute is a recognised leader in the development of New Zealand’s aquaculture 

industry, and in the protection and restoration of coastal and freshwater ecosystems. 

 

It has recently opened extensions to its Glenhaven Aquaculture Centre, the site of its world class 

aquaculture research, which includes New Zealand’s first oyster hatchery and the world’s first 

mussel selective breeding programme. 

 

Five hundred Nelson residents last weekend accepted Cawthron’s invitation to tour its Glenhaven 

research and development facility. The Open Day was part of the Institute’s 90th anniversary 
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celebrations which also include the annual Cawthron lecture and a special exhibition at the Nelson  

Provincial Museum later this year focussing on Cawthron's research and history over 90 years.  

ENDS 
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